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Conservation Measurement Tool Questions & Activities List

The next set of forms is part of the Conservation
Measurement Tool (CMT). These questions are
to be answered by you based on your current
farming practices. Be honest, because what you
record here will become part of your contract to
maintain for the life of the contract.

The “Conservation Measurement Tool Ag Land -
General Inventory” needs to be completed with
your entire farming operation in mind.

The “Conservation Measurement Tool Water Bod-
ies/Water Courses” needs to be completed trying
to describe the average condition on your farm.

The “Cropland CMT Questions,” will only be
completed if you have cropland in your operation.
These questions may need to be answered more
than once, based on your rotations and manage-
ment systems. For example: If all of your cropland
is in a corn-soybean rotation using no-till and part
is tilled, this question will need to be answered
twice. (Answer once for the tilled area and again
for the no-till area.) Another example may be that
part of your farm is in a corn-soybean rotation and
another part is continuous corn; this form would
need to be completed twice for each rotation. If
you use a long-term rotation with grass on part of
your farm, these questions need to be answered
for the land following that rotation.

You have been provided one copy of this form, if
more are needed this can be copied or additional
forms are available at your NRCS office.

The “Conservation Measurement Tool Pasture-
land,” will only need to be completed if you have
pasture in your operation. If you have more than
one management system on your farm for pas-
ture these questions will need to be answered for
each system.

Congratulations! You have now completed the
CMT Tool documenting your current operation.
The next step is to identify some activities that
you are not currently doing, that you are willing to
add to your program. A complete list of enhance-
ments is available at your NRCS office or can be
downloaded at www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/
nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/csp/.

The far righthand column and the next column to
the left in this chart tell you what the enhance-
ments are, and give a brief description. The third
and fourth columns tell you if the enhancement
can be used in cropland or in pastures. If you
have cropland, you must choose at least one
cropland enhancement. If you have pasture, you
must choose at least one enhancement to imple-
ment into your pasture system.

Behind the “CSP Conservation Activities List” is a
set of job sheets that match each of the Enhance-
ments on the Activities List that tell you exactly
what is expected of you to successfully install
each enhancement. Once you have identified your
enhancements this section is complete.

An equal opportunity provider and employer.



